Report on India, Nepal

Exploratory Mission Trip

Rick Watson, Chairman of the Stanwich Mis-
sions Committee, recently completed atwo
week trip to India and Nepal to survey opport
nities for the congregation to share the Good |
News of Jesus Christ there in partnership wit
local believers.

Rick joined leaders of Global Hope Net-
work International, a humanitarian aid and
community development organization operat-
ing in developing countries around the world.
The trip was led by Bill Morin, formerly of
Greenwich and whose parents, Rudy and Bet
Morin, attend the church.

The Global Hope group explored numero
areas where people of the two countries ur- '
gently need assistanténcluding leadership ~ Top: Rick Watson with a Global Hope leader at a drip irriga-
development, computer training, English tion project. Below: Sharing a meal with orphandBottom:

classes, care for orphans, agriculture, health, Rick and Bill Morin with flood refugees.
and clean water.

AWhen outsiders come and help hurting
people in practical ways like this, and for no

apparent reason, we are invariably asked, 6why
are you here and why are you doing this for
us?0 Rick reports. AThat opens the door for wus

to share about Jesus. We tell them our stdries
how Jesus touched our lives and how He loves
these people too. And people listen, because we
have helped improve their lives in meaningful
ways and have asked nothing in return.o
Rick says the Mission Committee is con-
sidering how teams from Stanwich could travel
to India in April or October and to Nepal in
November during 2009. They would engage
in a variety of agricultural, community health,
and educational development projects alongside
local leaders and members of Global Hope.
Aln traveling to these countries and partner -
ing with local leaders, our teams would meet
wonderful new friends, learn about sustainable
development, be challenged physically and
spiritually, and have the opportunity to demon-
strate the | ove of Christ in practical ways, 0
Rick says.
He added that such trips reflect Jesusb
promise and command in Acts 188h at fAyou
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth." The Missions Committee
takes its lead from that Scripture to witness
locally (Jerusalem), regionally/nationally
(Judea and Samaria), and globally (ends of the
earthd in this case India and Nepal).



